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President’s Message
Welcome to the Wellfleet Historical Society and 
Museum’s 64th season!   We hope our many 
informational programs and events will make Wellfleet’s 
unique and rich history come alive for you.  Please 
include our Speaker Series in your summer plans, join 
us for a hike around Bound Brook Island to explore 
how the first settlements in Wellfleet developed, 
indulge your sweet cravings during or our annual 
100-year-old Strawberry Festival, in Preservation 
Hall’s garden.  Purchase your tickets early for our 
ever-popular House Tour, which gives you a chance 
to view some of Wellfleet’s most interesting antique 
and contemporary structures.  For more information 
and a calendar of events, go to our website: www.
wellfleethistoricalsociety.org where information is 
updated frequently.

Share our excitement!  The Wellfleet Historical Society 
and Museum purchased the Mulcahy property at 262 
Main Street in February of 2015.   With your help and 
support over the next three years, we aim to raise 
$1,000,000 to realize our goals.  We look forward to 
your support in making the Wellfleet Historical Society 
and Museum an important center for the celebration, 
preservation and narration of Wellfleet’s people and 
their rich cultural heritage.

With sincere thanks,
Brad Williams
President
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The Museum Hours:
Tuesday and Friday, 9am-5pm
Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday, 2-5pm

Admission is free
Donations always gratefully accepted

266-262-258 Main Street
Wellfleet, MA 02667
508-349-9157
info@wellfleethistoricalsociety.org

Open June 23 - September 5, 2015  wellfleethistoricalsociety.org
Saturdays, 2-5pm, through OysterFest weekend The Beacon
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Exhibitions
This summer’s exhibit, Shipwrecks & Life Savers, will 
present a brief history of Shipwrecks off Wellfleet’s 
backshore and the surfmen who risked their lives 
in the Life-Saving Service. The exhibit contains 
photographs and objects from the Museum’s 
collections and an 
excerpt from the 
video, Wellfleet, 250 
Years In Images. 
Shipwrecks & Life Savers will play a key role in the 
Boat Learning Project, a Cape-wide effort including 
over 20 organizations.

In the spring the Museum hosted two well attended 
open houses for which our curators created the 
exhibit, Scrimshaw, Ivory & Threads, from objects 
from the collection. Visitors to the open houses were 
treated to a glance at our collections database in-the-
making and a peek at the beautiful spiral staircase in 
the main wing of our new building.

Sword made from the “bill” of a swordfish with several scenes inscribed in 
the surface using the scrimshaw technique. (Donated to the Historical Society 
in 1954 by Mrs. Gordon McAlpine Pyle.)

WHSM Board of Directors, 2015

Bradford Williams, President
Deirdre Portnoy, Vice President
Terry Gips, VP of Development
William Carlson, Secretary
Dawn Rickman, Treasurer
Nancy Bierhans
Dwight Estey
Andrea Pluhar
Nancy Rea
Bonnie Robicheau
Seth Rolbein

The Cahoon Hollow Life Saving Station crew standing outside 
the building which is now The Beachcomber Restaurant. 
(photograph from the Museum’s collection)



Capital Campaign for a New Museum                                
There is nothing like the arrival of 
summer to diminish our memory of 
Wellfleet’s long, white winter. It is 
time to greet old and new friends of 
WHSM, volunteers and visitors.  And 
time, also, to talk about plans for the 
new “member of the family:” 
262 Main Street, the former 
studio of artist John Mulcahy. 

We completed the acquisition 
in February and received 
the affirmative vote of Town 
Meeting for $189,000 in CPA 
funding.  Along with $30,000 
from our own funds, we are 
well on the way to meeting 
the purchase cost of $300,000. 
But this is just the beginning. 
The really hard work lies 
ahead. The building needs to 
be renovated and integrated 
with 258 and 266 Main Street. We 
will restore its historic 19th century 
façade providing a warm welcome to 
those entering Wellfleet. The double 
front door and lovely curved stairway 
will be restored as our main entrance 
along with many other beautiful 
features. Most important, we will 

create a new WHSM with enhanced 
exhibitions and programs along with 
updated facilities for collections care 
and research. 

Wellfleet is a generous and engaged 
community. We look forward to 
support from residents and visitors 
alike; local businesses; foundations; 
and local, state, and federal granting 
agencies. A development committee 

has been hard at work strategizing 
the best ways to raise funds.  
Memberships and donations in 2015 
are up significantly from the previous 
year, and there is much enthusiasm 
for the project expresssed in both 
words and dollars. Thanks to everyone 
for that support. Through a combined 

effort of the Development 
Committee and the Board, a 
Capital Campaign has been 
initiated with a working goal 
of $1,000,000. Many have 
already stepped forward to 
help, and we are counting on 
you to join the effort.  If you 
would like to get involved 
or have questions, you can 
talk with any member of 
the Board, Brad Williams, 
President,(508-237-5080) 
or Terry Gips, Vice President 
for Development (508-243-
0987). This project is an 
unparalleled opportunity 

for all of us to help carry Wellfleet’s 
history forward for the coming 
generations.

Acquisitions

Books
^^ The Last Muster, Volume 2, Faces 

of the American Revolution, by Maureen 
Taylor. Gift of the author.  The Gross Sis-
ters daguerreotype from the Museum’s 
collection, is featured with information 
about their history.
Photographs

^^ Two 2 1/2” x 4 1/8” sepia portraits 
of I.A. Hatch. Gift of Stephen Desroches, 
Provincetown. 

^^ Three 6” x 8” photographs of the 
Marconi Station, one 6” x 8” photo-
graph of what is now the Holden Inn, 
two photographs believed to be of 
Harry Reimes. Gift of Alan P. Worth, 
Weymouth.
Archives

^^ Henry Beston Holbrook’s detailed 
handwritten description of life in Well-
fleet (1853 – 1886). Gift of Lewis W. 
Benedict, NH.

^^ William Holbrook papers. Gift of 
Orrington Historical Society, ME.

^^ Log book, Bill of Sale for building 
a ship and License of Warren Freeman, 
apprentice sailor on the Schooner W. 
Freeman. Gift of William R. Freeman.

2014 Awards
The 2014 Jan Rutz Volunteer of the 
Year was awarded to Andrea Pluhar, 
who created our website, designs our 
printed material, and was part of the 
team that created the exhibit that 
circulated throughout the community 
during Wellfleet’s 250th anniversary 
year. She continues to serve on the 
WHSM Board of Directors.

The 2014 Salt of the Earth Award went 
to Wellfleet native Richard Robicheau, 
who has been helping neighbors in 
countless and untold ways for many 
years. Richard sees a need, any 
need, and tries to find a way to fill it.  
Formerly on the WHSM board, he now 
serves on the Buildings and Grounds 
Committee.
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2015 Speaker Series
June 10 Susan Wilson A Slice of 
Boston History: Curious Tales from 
the Annals of the Omni Parker 
House

July 8 Jefferson Adams Revisiting 
Cold War Espionage: What Do We 
Know Now? 

August 12 Sebastian Junger The 
Last Patrol

September 9 Dan Sanders 
History of the New England  
Fishing Industry  and the First 
Sharpshooter Schooner

October 14 Barbara Brennessel 
Biology and Natural History  of 
River Herring

All Speakers
7:30 pm Wellfleet Public Library 
Meeting Room
55 West Main Street

Annual Events
The Strawberry Festival
Sunday, July 5, at 2pm
Wellfleet Preservation Hall Garden 
$8 adults, at the door 

House and Garden Tour
Sunday, July 26, from 11am to 4pm  
Tickets are $35 on sale at the Muse-
um, Newcomb Hollow Shop or online

Annual Meeting 
All welcome. Wednesday, August 
27, at 4pm, Chequessett Yacht and 
Country Club 

OysterFest Open House 
Saturday and Sunday, 
October 17 and 18
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Guided Tours
The Village of Wellfleet Tuesdays 
and Fridays at 9:30am. 

Bound Brook Island Hike  in July 
and August. (details on website)

All tours: $10. Children 12 and 
under free, reservations required

Isaiah Adams Hatch, 1831-
1894, “The Little Man of South 
Wellfleet.”  Hatch, four feet in 
height, was a traveling mer-
chant. Circa 1860 Hatch pro-
posed that a regiment of Little 
Men be raised for the army. The 
Barnstable Patriot reported 
that “the Colonel is well known 
in the lower Cape towns as an 
active, intelligent man.”

The antique 
spiral stairway 
just behind the 
what will be the 
Museum’s main 
entrance. 

Looking toward the street from the northwest corner of the 
second floor; an original Rumford fireplace, stairway to 
two attic rooms, and a mid-century bath.

Boat Building Workshop 

Come build a boat in this one-week course with professional 
boatbuilder, Walter Baron of Old Wharf Dory. Baron will lead a team 
of students through the construction of a 12’ Bevin’s Skiff, a traditional 
boat design.  The skiff will be raffled off as a fundraiser for the 
Museum. Students from the course will receive 5 free raffle tickets.

July 20 – 24, 9 AM – 3 PM Tuition: $450, Limited to 5 students

To register: email wellfleethistoricalsociety@gmail.com

Collections
Everything donated to WHSM since 1952 
has been entered in some way into our 
database. A huge job and more to come! In 
the coming months we will be reconciling 
these lists to the physical objects they 
represent, taking pictures and cataloging 
each object. When completed our 
database will be a powerfull research tool 
for historians, curators, and the general 
public alike.

We have spent the winter sorting 
through our library purging volumes of 
no relevance to our mission, organizing 
books particular to the history of 
Wellfleet or its citizens. We invite you 
to come browse our new library room 
upstairs in the East Wing. We now have 
available to the public approximately 900 
photographs in digital form. We would 
welcome any new information concerning 
these photographs, so please come by 
and browse the collection!

Hope Morrill, former curator and archivist at the Cape Cod National 
Seashore, and now volunteer registrar for WHSM, prepares historic 

documents and books from the WHSM collection for archival storage. 

Please check our website for event details.


